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i Dinaj
f pineapple In Uttar pur
E:M" pre and Post Covid-19
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Rt

S Answact -

2 3o homiculture requires the static _p_a demands the dynamj,
.Wi..._ population is rising. the :u:ﬁEEE_ _n__d.n:n_u will alsg
o its demand. Uttar Dinajpur occupies a pivotal position iy
ne to the economy. being the second largest district in
ineapple producing states in India. The paper studies
production of horticulture of Uttar Dinajpur with special reference
pineapple cultivation in the pre and post COVID-19 period and hoy
the COVID-19 pandemic has adversely affected the production o
pineapple. The pandemic has not only affected the production adverseh
it has also affected the lives of the farmers economically and socially
The pandemic has also brought some changes in the cropping pattem
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Introduction

iu&hhum_wasa branch of agriculture which is related to te
crops and ru.._.nh._“.,h_&rhn__:m .“.:, fruits, vegetables, spices and plantatioe
horticultre mnizes E..W \ :m.._..ﬂ along with nursery crops. The field o
1958). Horticulture s , sy A nmﬂnznm the dynamic (Christopbet
Physical and menga) Pan of individual's daily diet and promoie

Wellbeing of an individyal, As the world populati®
. I'also rise due 10 its demand. ThE
(like Processing Eﬁi__ help the

! armers and all the associated secto®
OPPOrtunities, Hopy; Packaging) creating a large

: : icultury) number of employme™
ﬁﬂi.ﬂﬂ.ﬂuﬂiﬂ.-—h. E—Uﬂﬁn“ﬂﬂhﬁgﬁmm are excellent sources af energy l&
9b1ain the mgy; % Vitamins, minerals diet

seeks wa IMum returm on | =ﬂ_—|m_k and bulk —..E. —..—uﬁ
¥ 10 produce o Investments, the horticulture indust
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e — .
d are & raphical location, method of growth, soil, pruning methods,
icld are

antrol, storage and marketing et
u_._.ﬁ CcOVID-19 pandemic also known as the SARS-COV-2 has

_,_H.._ negatively in all sectors of the economy. Since agriculture is
impacte wy of the Indian economy and more than half the population
the En_:m_._ wu for livelihood, the COVID-19 pandemic has brought the
H_.nﬂ._n-.:.r_ ...__“,.____ sector to a standstill and affected the economy of the country
nw:n:-__u.,_:m.ﬂ:q which is the second largest pineapple producing district
_,__:_.4 _..z.mm.n. n..;:...s_u_.__n producing state in India, has also been affected
“__,_u,“n_”mﬁ_u. w.m, the COVID-19 pandemic.

\

pe

Objectives

To study the horticulture of Uttar Dinajpur f:a.:.._. with special
reference to pincapple cultivation during the pre - COVID-19 and post-
COVID-19 times.

« To study the impact of COVID-19 on pineapple production in Urtar
Dinajpur.

Data base
Data on the various horticultural | - +....1,..,fk+..|u..wm:_ i = r..__...,. -
crops were collected from the _ i Q- eid .
Bureau of Applied Economics ﬂ L ~f [y
and Statistics from 2006 to 2019, |} ~ : » m .
Block wise data on horticulwral | F . g @ _
production were collected from | ﬁ. [(F= o ld
the Horticulture Department, | || e . 1
Uttar Dinajpur. _ Lo el _

| Bl e § |
Study area | . Y : _

| . L . _
Untar Dinajpur district lies within | i Te Ny o ._m |
the coordinate of latitude 25°1 | __,.., hott® - ] |
N to 26°49° N and longitude | T e

87°49'E 10 90°00'E occupying
4N area of 3142 km?, The district
."._,.”m:r_uﬂn: subdivided into two sub-divisions viz. Raiganj and Islampur.
Goal er the district is sub divided into nine blocks Chopra, ___HE:_.E...
and Pokhor-1, Goalpokhor-11, Raiganj, Kaliaganj. Hemtabad, Karandighi

tahar. Pineapple is cultivated in the blocks of Chopra, Islampur,

G
1oalpokhor-1 gng Goalpokhor -11 and in Raiganj

Fig. 1: The Prasent Study area

h.l.l...lq.u.!n..w.. _ IFIl
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jpur district

oduction of pineapple in Uttar pinalp
produ

v Was very |oy,

ylture in [ndian economy A ery low i,

,ﬁ....ﬂ_...H.__H__”:? that in V1II plan period the shape

w:_... and it increased to 11.6% in XI plan Petiod

glrare was onhy 22 ned sharph in X1 plan period and it Feachey

+f hort wculiure ._”_m,rl_

The percentage
carher plan penods
horic

The chare

Table 1+ Percentage share of horticulture in different plan periods in Ing;,
ablc FETCTHARE Mkl
s
- -ﬁ..ﬂagr._-i it ]
Pl e acoll xﬂmmczu.ﬂ ercentage Shary
{Rs. Crores) s, Crove
e 19 2487 L 351
i 1453 39
VORRT | 56N 5025 85
o 1% 15800 16
X .w_r.w.. ¥ 16840 4.6

Seurs o ‘ercutuy Desbase 4 Dest o Azncuture Govt of Indie {2018/

L, rdin

ing 1o the Dept of Horticulture, Uttar Dinajpur contributes 7.47
perecnt of the towl fruits cultivation in West Bengal in 2015-16. After
the Green Revolution, the homticultural sector started in India in the mid-
eightics “ince the district of Unar Dinajpur came into existence on the

u . _L. ._”..L . “‘ “.u._ m:_“ u . & .n-m—ﬂ -rﬂm- UF&ﬂE mm.wﬂl.mhn-

14 EFE_..._. 5 | = ment Was :n.—-._.-ﬁn 3.:.— — . v 2
! . n . E —“

EEE_ b :..r._:.ﬂﬂ 1 g-_}ﬂ.ﬂﬂ_ c Hmnﬂ- :ﬂ.—E U—.—;—ﬂhﬁ

"o big towns namely, Siliguri and Malds
”.“_l snlncj_:.,. mn:”fnau for fresh, horticultyral products im__w_”_“______u.. decline.
. Pur ranks 9% in the cultivar . _
total it e Sy m nE____.m:ga;._.:_?_u_dn_._n__._m 1.57% of the

_-._K E._.j. )
where it 5_;”_5 of Pincapple can ﬁ_an_w be observed in _u.,mmE.o.m

vyt o g _v”?.__ .__:....4 @ decade, the production of pineapple has
SOV any other cultivateg fryiyg in Uttar Dinajpur.

——

— .__Lm&._._:‘_tr._...._..
T
_ Pomological vsnrr.l|rrrn " —
onin Uttar
_ Dinajpur
- lem
h e — — s — g
©ex B S
220 — _ > Fragne
L2=Fs — ey
i e — ey
u o0 - ﬂl |
00607 i gy — i
Fane I-Irl-ll-n._.ll
-

Source: Depl of Homculturs Uttar Dingpur gigte 2077
Fig. 2: Pomological Production in Untar Dinaige-

Trand of Area unda Fmepple f
FE y—— T HHEEEEESSS R —
=451 |—— — — - —
800 +—— — — -
FL T I — — S — TERE - J
fh Y]
_uE — — —
m_.s — — - |
Loy +——————— - - - —
L[
1= |
o oW M mu M N =
L

Dirggur diatn700

Source; Dept of Horteuture, LT in arca as well

Utear Dinajpur
ripen and be

as been a nse

The past two decades show that g z__ incapple in
" atricultural production in the cultivation ¢ nn_u_uﬁw fruit 0
It takes aboy, vighteen months for the P

“.r_p.u:.._c.. 5
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lants are planted in the month ¢

o The pineapple P Janyy,
g .ﬁ.ﬂn_.,m. is prepared manually by labourers ang ”...,.._.
reran T d 77.7 per cent of the farmers have sy, E__”w....

S e Mulching is practiced to hold moisture 4,

han 3 het d cory,
_.,: The pincapples are harvested by hand e

in the gy,

el 1+ Lune 2020 but the major problems were observed after .
e counirs went 1o 2 complete lockdown from 25% March 1o 3¢ r..,...
20 md supgested social distancing. There were insufficient laboury,
i the fields This also resulted in the delay of harves; ...

ranest e famers have been forced to dump their produce dye .
i of processing facilities and buyers.

e+ which planted in the month of January 2¢jq Wom

AT
rineah

Mahavidyalaya
Bagdogre
1

L Dvappur ranks second in the production of pineapple, producin;
- e men tonnes of pineapple (27.48%) in West Beng:l
“apie ._f comosus) is a tropical fruit, resistant to desiceation
. = e flighest percentage of production of pineapple (197

wed b A - .
=M Assam (17,1 per cent), (Indian Horticultural Databas

2 mir. Chopra is the Jea
U0t production. Iy
" .;._4 har-1( 1§ 50 percent)
Petoent .

.E,_._m block of pineapple contributing
15 followed by Islampur (27.11 per
Goalpokhor ~11(16.14 per cent) and

’ “eitl pande H
g g tuEtion Jed 1o
fiile the cout of

it .uz.n_.ﬁq...__._

» prices plummeting to around
5%“35:3 was around Z23-24 per ke
935 of pineapple due 1o the Covid-19

i

Tabiy |

iy

d .,..__”_:ﬂ_.wﬁ
¥ loss of pineapple dye to the Covid-19

| ang oy E_nm d
ke i ue to the and
T gf :z.-.n.: ﬂL sel) the ,__—_-...\n_u- i.e _.._vn_r....-ﬂ._.t-.n and
Urrency shows _.___.L __.. o ﬂn_:_
ere hns been

. B
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jecline in compound annual growth rate of 10.]2 per cent. Pineapple
a +ich was earlier sold at the rate of 225-30 per kg was now sold at the rare
W

of22.5103 perke

_q._..__.uhﬁ&

; cts of the Covid -19 pandemic along with the lockdown was
The impa Usually the Indian monsoon characterized with erratic rainfal!
nntnmﬁmt:m. the farmers resort o irrigation practices. The pandemic has
often makes roblems to the farmers who could not get labourers 1o work
w...._n_nn.Em_._Mu Since the cultivation of pineapple involves a fot of manual
= _=a:_ﬂm ﬂ”rn_m_dmn had adversely hit the harvest season
va_._“rnnuﬁ_m. just like any wn:mnz_ﬁa_ prERice RpRpES g _~

{ be dispatched well in time 52 that it Hn.nr.n_ Ea,_ﬁ?nﬁ:n

hence. Eﬁw_ mandis (market yards). Due to the pandemic, the q.EE.n..w_o:
____mnxnm:m”_ for a considerably long period during which the harvest :.EE
,,.._”mcm“mm.._ﬂn_ o to the usual neighboring states or Ste capital and thus 1
no

; and harvesters and every
. damage to all the _”:o_n:__mnﬁ s and €
e _ﬂﬁwnmr_m.mu:n_w_.n_mﬁm to this business, [t was much later in the

|a

. i _ 5 i etale
5_“__..“__““_Mw._._nﬂ_n En_unw 1: 1* June to 30* June) that there was mter-siaie
mon

i oduce.
movement n;.mﬂﬂnc_EHE pr o

duced in Utiar Dinajpur : =

Tharkhand, Kolkata, Andaman Islands and .D:mmw.m_.rm H_HM M_:MM_._HIA

" k the WE_E of Orissa and West mnumﬂ.:_ mid- v ay - E,

H.a”_“”n lives and agriculture. The coastal regions E.. West iy 2 mﬁﬁn_oﬁ
Islands and Orissa were badly struck by the c)

jruation
for several days. This further aggravated the situd

pineapple. ) X
There was a direct impact on the __4,2.. _.o_”]d n_um..ﬂ:ﬂ__uunm
the fall in market price of pineapple, -_._E._w_.,_u v of the farmers e
pay off their debts on agricultural inputs. an} changed their agriculturl
an alternative cropping pattern. SOme of _‘z...:_“m_n some famers replanted
produce from pineapple and planted _".mn_..._u... . | June. Irrigation technigques
the pineapple in September instead of the E_.u_mE___:..n_q |abourers.
were also not utilized properly due to unavaratiti

The pineapple pro

rs as well. Due 10
were :bh..u_mn to
orted 10

Conclusion -

ected badly
The production of pineapple has been _ﬁ__. v.wﬁ
COVID-19. The government 1s doing .__WE o
seclor as it is the mainstay of the In
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duct One diumﬁl has been Edﬂptﬂd h}l the Sﬁdﬁuen“nent i ':rEE[ﬁ
sroduct O 5¢ industrial hubs in Uttar Pradesh. It also gives financiy

- L i
‘:""‘n,‘h.j_,-.,. P

1o farmers practicing horticulture. This method could be undertaker, .
\her stares alsa in order to increase the horticultural products.
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