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Ethnicity, Development and Conflict: 
A General Understanding 

Introduction 

Mr. Chinmoy Sarkar 

An ethnic group is a 'people' that is defined by 
common culture or national identity which sets it off frm 
other groups. Sometimes, ethnicity is linked to a socialk 
defined racial grouping, as it is among black Americans: but 
often it is based on cultural traditions that are not associated 
with physical traits such as distinction between the Irish 
American ethnic group and the Italian-American ethnic group 
(Conklin. E. John: 1984). Ethnic groups are socially defined 
by language, religion, ancestry, life style, cultural traditions 
nationality and some time by physical features. The 
belongingness under any ethnic group is a kind of 
feelings' which transfer from one generation to another 
through the process of socialization. And therefore we can say 
that ethnicity is an ascribed status rather than an achieved 
status. The similar national basis, religion, language and 

ritual-tradition of an ethnic group create borders in betwe 
other social groups and community, giving members o i, 
ethnic group a sentiment of belongingness and identity a0 
some time helping their own political and economic interest 

as well. Very simply an ethnicity is a group of people who 

basically share an identity, which is marked by a characteristic 

such as language, culture, leadership, or inhabited territory. 

One must understand that an ethnicity is, in essence, ds 
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