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Abstract

indigenous knowledge is the local knowledge that is unique g , artjc
Gttt oF society. A tribe is a group of 'Indigenous’ people living unu(iar
primitive condition and still not popularly known to many modern culturccr
ribe “has been used for those groups of human beings, whoge place .
residence is situated in remote areas like hills, forest, sea coasts ang islandg ar?df
whose style of life is quite different from the present-day civilized men. Log
indigenous people residing in the place of the world are tlermed a tribe of triba]
India is one of the countries having a large concentration of tribg] populaig,
There are number of Indigenous living- in all over India. Apart from lndia‘
Indigenous practices can be seen in neighboring countries like Bangladegy,
Nepal and Bhutan. Santhals are the largest tribe in the Jharkhand and Wcs;
Bengal State of India in terms of population and are also found in the states of
Odisha, Bihar and Assam. They are the largest ethnic minority in Northery
Bangladesh, Rajsahi Division and Rangpur Division. But a sub-santhal number
of Santhals also live in Nepal, Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. According to D.N
Majumder "Tribes as a social group with Popular association endogamous with
not any particular of functions governed by tribal ruler or otherwise united in
language or dialect recognizing social distance with other tribe or cast.” The
Santhals are one of the largest homogencous tribal communities of India
counting more than 10 million people. Santhals share the same language,
culture tradition and values. Santhals’ social and religious system is very
complex and complete in itself, The paper tries to explain special reference to
Santhals communities in Darjeeling district and also find out various cultural as
well as food habits, religious practices, social system like marriage and various
type of awareness. Social change is one of the important issues which can
determine the level of development and change in the pattern of life style. LM
Lewis believes that tribal societies are small in scale are restricted in the spatial
and temporal range of their social, legal and political relation and possesses 2
morality, a religion and world view of corresponding dimensions.
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canthals, culture, lood, indigrenons wociety, ORIy
§ oM

.‘\‘l".
e
Jqon
Iulrmll“ {it
!' g are a0 Austeoustatic—speakang ethic group in South Asia, {1
ganthat of the larpest Indigenows tbes m India, States of ek )y

e

. Ol

[ e one . .
g N; pengal 1 tern " Im"f'h“"m and e abso present inthe yiape
ad wl'umun. Pibar, Odisha: Santhals speaksanthal “Linguage. 10 iy (),
.-\o';l'"' Ll {ammly. Santal s probably detived from a foreyn word, The tenmn
AW e inhabitants ol 1!11- vn:.l\-:flfllv CSalday-Sawant” e the Mednip
“'f‘. S West Bengal. Sanskit word “Samant ‘or Bengali *Saont® means plam

A pace name is Har Hopan f(,'.nll of human race). The arignal
pand Iht; of tlie santhals s not known with certanty due o Jack of st ficant
lm{hl]‘lwi\'11l records. However  accordmg o tmpuist, Paul Sidwell
'-“"h'w.l-.!,vlit- speakers probably came to the Odisha subcontinent from
.-\“"'"lw‘-: around 4000- 3500 years ago. Anstroasiatic speakers spread from
l"dm‘h;fl;qi Asta and mixed extensively wath the local Indian population, Aller
" (ndia, the Mundi People were Targely merged with the Dravidian

South
coming! 10
ibal group-

[ndipenous knowledpe systerm s anantegral part of tribal cultare and !}il'. wide
:.m!'.ﬂli‘- relevance i hivehhood, education, health, agriculture and hivestock,
Ih‘l‘ll"l‘-"“'“" soctal isolation s the common lenses through which Indigenous
communitics parti ularly vulnerable tnbal groups are viewed, Santhals belong
10 one such tnbe, Vulnerabihty, marginahity and lack ol modernity are a few of
the 5‘}‘“-""" charactenstics features of these communities,

Darjeching distnet 1s the northermmost distnict of |llL‘_'.tJlll'.: ol th:',l !'alﬂl]'_il' 1"
eastern India in the foothitls of the Himalayas, Darjechng district 15 located
hetween 26°31°05 and 27727710 North latitude and BR753'00 and 8775930
Fast longitude. 1t not only has the highest number of scheduled tribe population
in the state but in terms of diversity of tribes also this place is enriched. As per
official census 2011 and population data 2022 of Darjechng :liu.tlicll, Hindu are
majority in Darjecling state. Total population ol Daryechng district 15 1,446,823
a8 'pct census 2011, Schedule cast and Scheduled tribes made up 14.14% and
2021% of the population respectively. Here on the other hand tht:. lndn.--
Moneoloid tribes such as Limbu, Rat, Tamang, Gurung, Magar, ?""UWEU_. _”""}"-
l'hvliii_ and Damai who are Indigenous to this region, others communitics fike
Oraon, Munda, Santal. Bhumij, MalPahaniya are also living. Santal is onc of the

. ) ensus, Santal total
major scheduled tribes of the district according 10 the 2011 census, San é

; - “Darjechng
account for 1.15% respectively among the total tribal population of Darjccling

distrier.
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W est Heneal, tradional art & erafis are a partin their e 1)y, Boge, i
15k
and gy, |

diccnssed. A bref introduction of santal bife and culiyee i
a0 tye '
development. He was basically mentioned  that santhayy PPtoae;
‘ Ty 3 - . 45 :
chatactenstics features of santhal dentity ete. P PK .'\1‘.],,."“}_ i My,
i

e
b Yol

ALy
I
|

Frcyclopedia of scheduled tribes m India. He discussed p tribe
Fast India. desenbes the tnbal development i Asam
Manipur, Meghalava, M1 Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripyr,
radittonal society espeeially tribal community like that of lively |  Tor
marmage svstem, social hife, village administration, the fundamen(y) ;rf)d anty|
always in favour of the maintenance of their Socio Culturg] H‘ildi!io"-dlurc;ar;
day due the impact of globalisation, people are tending towargs ncwn:. Ay b,
order which may ultimately fade away their traditionalvalye. “Conop;,

I11. Objectives of the Study

« To highlight the Socio- Cultural  changing status of Indigengy,
People in foothillsHimalayan. e
« To find out the Socio-Cultural and socio-economic fact

K 306 _ : 0rs which are
hindering the promotion of tribal and folk art & culture

.

IV. Methodology

The study basically is based on both primary and secondary data. Didn't get
information from Panchayat or BDO Office but tried to present what | gt b
.jaskjng some people of that locality, Also I got some data by searching from the
internet. Lastly all the data are arranged in the suitable format for bette
understanding through analysis,

¢ Study Area

Darjecling is the name of a town as well as » district in in the West Bengal st
of h.ulin. Both the town and district are famous as one of the most importan!
tourist  destinations  in  the country, Hanskhoya, Khoribari, Kestop:
Choupukuriya, Kamalpur tea garden are rural area in Darjecling districtin Wes
Bengal. These areas are home 1o many beautiful tea plantation, a truly st
tour that will delight the thirsty. Hundred percent santhali Indigenous People ¢
in tea plantation. Dhemal Jot in Hanskhoya is a beautiful tnbal villags, the
village is right next 10 a tea garden there is not much demand for urban i,
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wee the house refers 10 ¢ ost f f hroth
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pera. Those l} i c;m‘phﬁcd by the couple’s parents or sangar, SOCiets 1

‘ ‘:'lil_l::-;:;]{lill‘i()ll and is mor¢ cgalitarian th;m' adja,;g‘m cane r
i e as some status differences, when they Interacting with, -f,r—"'
‘i‘s Llhcir standing as Marang (senior) or Hundi“‘-’ik‘mf,,-}_',?
question of Marang o hundin'is decided b): age. T:u; wnfah h?}vc Various g, :
organizations important for ntuz_lls, called .u\':fn?a. IS0m sarjom butg gx,
aakhra, AASA, All Adibasi Sardi Susor Association.

1 ancestor from which ai1 4. f

Callea

balaya rel

socicty but still h
in santal society

% v
Ara-

e Religion

According to the 2011 Indian census Jharkhand Praclic_:e s t_SS% Hinduism, ..
Bengal, Odisha and Bihar combined 31% practice Hinduism as well as g,
religion and 5% practice Christianity. There are various customs observed 3,
santals. In santhali language the deity is called “Bonga™ The main deities 2.
“Marang Buru “, “Jaher Ayo™ and the ancestors is those who have passed ay,
Santals Brganize various Puja parbans and festivals. The annual festival pam.:
“Sohrai”, “Sakrat “, celebrates Baha Utsav at the end of winter. During Dure:
Puja santals indulge in a special dance festive known as Dasai in santhali lan:_"__
Also, Mahmode (7212 ¢W(G), Maghsim Jam etc. Is observed with the change ¢

nature.
¢ Food

Rice is the staple food of santals, fish, crab, chicken, chicken Meet are thes
favorite food. But catpork as a traditional food.

¢ Community
Santhal village were found Naxalbari, Hatighisa, Choupukuriva, Champasari 2

Darjeeling district. Where 100% households are Santhals. Santhals lead 2
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V. Language

Language is a vocal identity of the society. All over India including West Bengal
iie Santhals have a specific language and the Santhals living in Darjeeling
district have their specific mother tongue santal. But Santhali language has its
own idiom /alphabet. The alphabet is AL-CHIKL Its inventor is Pandit
Raghunath Murmu. It is their mother tongue all santhali people in this village
speak in this language. However, they arc used to make conversations in local
language, Nepali Language, Hindi language with their other neighbours.

* Knowledge about Santhali language
Many Indigenous santhal communities live in these rural areas, but 1.ntcrestlng1}.
L was noted that only 80% people can speak & understanding this language.

f . aue ‘ ! { ‘ el
0% people can speak, read and write their own language. Many of them g
edto speaking and being educated in Bengali medium
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1 evel of Knowledge of the people iy

their own Santhali Languagpe

B Can read write & speak 2 Can read only Can neither read nor write

¢ Occupation

Except educated working Santhals families most of the santhals who live in
arcas dominated by tea plantations really they live a poor life. They are
compelled to sell their labour at a very low price in tea gardens or elsewherz,
Besides they are also associated with farming buses, they digsoil, carry loads, or
engage themselves in similar works of day laborer. They are accustomed to
hard work, like their simple, plain and candid way.

e Settlement Pattern
Maximum population here is in the tea plantations. Also, in a different village

beyond the locality. But in most cases the houses are two storied also made
with bamboo and wood, the doors are made very small to protect themselves

from wild amimals.
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m in the festival’s times 70
mr only modern dress 15
@ of persons interviewed 100

DESIREOFTHE TRIBAL PEOPLE FOR WEARING THEIR
TRADITIONAL DRESS

-

' Festivals

S ; . )

Sizlhals of the foothills of the Himalayan Belt mainly ccelebrate the Baha and

tclcrt?l Whlc_h falls in the month of February and March every year. They
e this festival to please their God Marang buru, Jaher Ayo and their

Ancest v :
eveny {}rs' _]hcb’ also celebrate hunting festivals called disom sendra on the
of Baishakhi Purnima.
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v Conclusion
Jdv been decided that santhali |wupl{- arc the largest
! 7 “ e Sbal €Oy .
Iraditionally they have natural t gy,
< :ll(_-m.L; irl '""i
an

1t has alrea
Wesl Bengal.

cthnie group in
cultare which i reflected in their beautiful wall paintings housin -
i wood works. Occasionally their traditional dress, lhc? ;i)‘ir(:hiluqu:_‘_
“k amgy,
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themselves their Owt
by heard working.

anguage most of santhali people cary ¢
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